
Anecdotal Records 
 

  
Anecdotal Records are: 
-authentic assessment 
-observational notes of students 

-fact-based 
-communicates what student 
knows and is able to do 

-documents student behavior 
-identify and record student 
performance 
(Boyd-Bastone, 2004, Bates, 2013) 

How to Use and Benefits of 

Anecdotal Records: 
-use for instructional planning 
-use for student or parent 

conferences 
-provides insight for potential 
learning delays 

-provides teacher with 
understanding of student’s skills 
and interests 
(Boyd-Bastone, 2004, McFarland, 

2006)  
 

Preparing to Use Anecdotal 
Records: 

-plan ahead 
-choose a group of students 
to observe ahead of time 

-establish a dominant focus 

-what particularly are you 
observing? 
-what key verbs will you use 

to describe your observation  
-e.g. Observing Writing 
(spells, illustrates, 
capitalizes, defines) 

-determine a system 
-decide how often to review notes 
(Boyd-Bastone, 2004, McFarland, 

2008) 

Choose a System: 
1. Index Cards 

-record observation on index card and file it 
in an index card holder that has a section for 
each student (McFarland, 2008) 

2. Form and Stickers 
-record observations on adhesive computer 

address labels 
-put stickers on Anecdotal Records 
Assessment (ARA) form (Boyd-Bastone, 2004) 

3. Digital  
-find a note-taking app you like that allows 
you to title and tag notes 
-use a digital recording device to supplement 
note taking 
-upload pictures to digital notes 
-easier to plan at home with a digital system 
(Bates, 2013) 

  

 



 

 

Writing Anecdotal Records: 
-write observable data 
-include quantitative data 

-objective and fact based 
-use abbreviations to speed up 
process 
-record in the past tense 

-support with examples (pictures, 
audio, worksheet) 
-do not write “can’t” 

-state the student did not do a 
task 
-do not imply they do not 
know how 

-avoid redundancy  
-student’s name does not have 
to be written multiple times

  
-address all areas of development 

-social/emotional, language, 

cognitive, large and fine 
motor 

-be as detailed as possible 
(Boyd-Bastone, 2004, McFarland, 

2008) 

What to do with Anecdotal Records: 
-review and analyze once a week, or the end of 
every unit 

-code records for strengths, needs, or general 
information 
-write student-specific recommendations that is 

task-oriented (Boyd-Bastone, 2004) 
-locate specific instances of progression or lack 
of progression to track development and 
identify delays  

-adjust curriculum based on needs of students 
(McFarland, 2008) 
-identify differentiated instructional needs of 

students 
-use records to make grouping decisions (Boyd, 
2013) 

Who to Write Anecdotal Records for: 
-all students!! 
-students with behavior problems 

-record behavior, action you took, 
possible trigger 

-students with academic problems 

-reading: what sounds are 
mispronounced, are  they 
skipping words/lines, repeated 
mistakes, did not remember what 

they just read, identify setting, but 
not plot, etc.   
-math: multiplication up to five, 

stops during long division at 
specific step, skips number seven 
when counting to 10, etc. 

-especially helpful for students with 

learning disabilities because you have 
records of their progress, success, 
challenges, etc. 
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