
Effective for the 

Following 

Populations: 

• Students with special 

educational needs (SEN) and 

disabilities (Radford et al, 

2015) 

• Mild disabilities (Rosen, 

Boyle, Cariss, & Forchelli, 

2014) 

• Learning disabilities 

(Rosen et al, 2014) 

• ADHD (Rosen et al, 2014) 

• School-aged children and 

older (6 years or older) 

What is scaffolding?  
 

It is a teaching technique in which the teacher provides successive levels of temporary support. This helps 

students progressively reach higher levels of comprehension. The supportive strategies are removed once 

they are no longer needed.  

Scaffolding uses “modelling, prompting and providing hinting help to transfer responsibility to the 

learner so that they can use them independently when an adult is not present” (Radford, Bosanquet, 

Webster, & Blatchford, 2015) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research supporting scaffolding:  

 One study found that “recent systematic reviews of 

comprehension intervention studies for students with 

learning disabilities found consistent sizeable improvements 

from comprehension intervention that consisted largely of 

teaching reading strategies [i.e.: scaffolding]” (Ukrainetz, n.d). 

 

 These cases indicate the potential for cognitive scaffolding to 

help students actively improve their own executive 

functioning in complex tasks (Rosen et al, 2014).  
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*Important Note*  

This type of learning support is temporary and only 

used when extra assistance is needed.  
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How to Use Scaffolding: 
 

   

● Step 1: Assess Need 

 Does the child need extra assistance to learn the skill? If yes, move to “Step 2.” If no, scaffolding is 

not needed.  

● Step 2: Lay the Foundation 

 Model the new strategy with example problems 

● Step 3: Prompt and Hint  

 Prompt or provide hints that will help the child solve the problem without giving away the answer 

● Step 4: Praise and Encourage Child  

 Praise child for doing the skill correctly and encourage the child to try the problem without help 

● Step 5: Gradually Remove Support 

 Slowly help child with fewer steps until he or she no longer needs support 

● Step 6: Observe Child Using Newly Acquired Skill without Assistance 

 

 


